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SOUTH WEST REGION 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [6.27 pm]: I have had the distinct pleasure of spending time over 
the winter break criss-crossing parts of my beautiful electorate, touring all over the south west. I met with businesses 
and local government representatives, as well as sitting down with locals and farmers to hear their concerns and 
hopes for the future of their local communities. 

In Waroona, I had a chance to meet with Karen Oborn, the Shire of Waroona’s director of infrastructure and 
development services, who, along with other members of the executive at the Shire of Waroona, is a terrific innovator 
in local government. I also recently met with shire president Councillor Mike Walmsley and CEO Mark Goodlet 
to learn more about the exciting Waroona town centre revitalisation strategy and the Waroona community precinct. 
This much-needed project has received funding from the state and federal governments, as well as the Shire of 
Waroona, Alcoa and Lotterywest. It has a goal of welcoming 20 000 new visitors a year to the area, which will 
give a boost to the local economy. 

Being Dutch, I am a huge cheese fan! Just to let members know, my first three words were “mum”, “dad” and 
“cheese”, which I think speaks to the Dutch cultural heritage quite nicely! I was very pleased to meet the owner 
of Harvey Cheese, which is now Ha Ve Cheese, Robert St Duke, and enjoy some samples of his delicious products 
and tour the factory where the cheeses are made. I also learnt that gin can be distilled as a by-product of milk, from 
whey, and this is currently being done at Ha Ve Cheese, although the early morning nature of the tour did not lend 
itself to tasting any of the gins, not that I judge as such. 

Whilst in the Shire of Harvey, I met with shire president Councillor Paul Gillett and Haydn Jones, manager of 
waste and safety services. We had a great meal at the Wokalup Tavern. What I found especially refreshing while 
talking to these local government representatives was their openness and enthusiasm towards cannabis as 
a sustainability solution to many problems they are facing, particularly with resources for building sustainable 
housing and fire mitigation. Our party’s bill to legalise cannabis, which will come before this house within the 
year, will seek to give local government involvement in the regulating of what would be a new industry in their 
area. Council representatives I met, across several shires, seemed very open to the opportunities this may bring for 
growers and retailers alike. 

I toured the recent state government–funded refurbishment of the replica mine at the Collie Visitor Centre. It was 
quite a treat; it was very real. I spent a night at the Collie Ridge Motel, with dinner at the famed Federal Hotel, which 
was packed out on a chilly night. 
A highlight was my visit to the new Cannaponics cannabis growing facility with director and founder Rod Zakostelsky. 
Rod and his team are real pioneers of the cannabis industry in WA, creating new jobs that will help the transition 
and future of the Collie mining industry. Afterwards we grabbed lunch at Harris River Estate, nestled away in the 
forest just outside Collie, where I highly recommend the grazing plate. I also met with a couple of constituents 
there who were excited about living in Collie and the future of Collie. 

On the way down the highway to Margaret River, passing through the extensive roadworks associated with the 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road, I was very pleased to see the new signage at the site of many unfortunate fatalities along 
Forrest Highway at Capel Drive; however, the number of strikingly similar intersections where the speed limit 
remains at 110 kilometres an hour in the vicinity was concerning. 

Georgina at the Margaret River Hemp Company—where my staff and I enjoyed contributing to the local economy 
a bit too much—is one of the leading retailers in Margaret River. With an array of hemp-based clothing, oils, 
skincare products, soaps, chocolates and other foods, people flock to her main street shop. 

I then had a fun night at the Augusta Hotel, with breakfast at the Deckchair Cafe, where Natalie and her team whipped 
up gluten-free treats, before attending the Yebble naming ceremony. It was my sincere privilege to be at the event 
to rename parts of the Margaret River coast to the new locality of Yebble, representing a long quest for recognition. 
I met Dr Robert Isaacs, the great-grandson of Samuel Yebble Isaacs, who was famous for his part in the 1876 
SS Georgette rescue off Redgate Beach. I purchased Dr Robert Isaacs’ new book. I was also chuffed to meet 
Dr Kim Isaacs, a Broome GP who does inspirational work with children. 

I encourage all members to take a tour of the Witchcliffe Ecovillage where many different types of sustainable 
housing are being built, including those using the fabulous product that is hempcrete. Project founders Mike Hulme 
and Michelle Sheridan, as well as Professor Peter Newman, led me through the innovative practices that are being 
used here, including cultivating a strong sharing economy and community cohesion. Community cohesion is an 
incredibly important part of being human, being happy and finding purpose, and can be built into communities, which 
is something they are managing to achieve. 
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The Witchcliffe Ecovillage has the most hempcrete houses in one place in the southern hemisphere. One hectare 
of hemp can grow one three-by-two house in one single crop, and a person can have four crops a year per hectare on 
a property, so they can basically grow four houses a year. Hempcrete is an energy-efficient, low-impact, water-smart 
building material that offers a smaller carbon footprint than other home building materials. It is also virtually 
unmatched when it comes to carbon sequestration, which continues through the chemistry of the bricks even after 
the house is built. Industrial hemp has been scientifically proven to absorb more CO2 per hectare than any forest or 
commercial crop. 

Hemp farming in Western Australia provides the opportunity for not only a sustainable solution to housing, but 
also a renewable energy in biofuel; the production of bioplastics, which supports the government’s ban on single-use 
plastics; the manufacture of sustainable clothing; and improving soil fertility in our depleted soils in WA. The 
government has invested little money in the many opportunities industrial hemp production and manufacture presents 
compared with the potential multiple industries previously mentioned. Hemp also provides the opportunity for 
diversification in agriculture in Western Australia. One of the biggest blockages to hemp and licensing is the amount 
of tetrahydrocannabinol that might be present in a crop of hemp. The difference between hemp and cannabis is hemp 
usually has lower THC levels than cannabis. When people grow crops with higher THC levels by accident, they are 
open to all sorts of prosecutions, and that is inhibiting the business opportunities in the south west. 

In Busselton I also had the great pleasure of meeting with the CEO of Busselton Jetty, Lisa Shreeve, to discuss 
future plans for the precinct. I thoroughly enjoyed a tour of the underwater observatory at the end of the jetty. It was 
a very rough and windy day, but Chelsea, our wonderful tour guide, and the many, many volunteers, made the 
experience topnotch. It is easy to see why it is one of the region’s most visited areas. It was also my first visit where 
I was specifically reserved the front carriage in the little train to go along the jetty, and I felt just a little bit special 
because of that. 

I also had the opportunity to drop into Busso Vape in Busselton and Zeno Vapes in Bunbury. These two law-abiding 
shops have become punching bags in this government’s war on vaping—an unnecessary crackdown that is costing 
jobs and seeing small businesses to go the wall. They urged me to continue to ask this government for a rethink 
on its new anti-vaping policies, and they would welcome regulations for nicotine content and other substances that 
might be found in vapes. 
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